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I Wlit-fi .hi .iiiiIihI.uk i* ani\vd.| I well! Wbilli him, mile Willi 
1 1 1 1 1 1 in i Ik hat I- nl l In ,ii ill Mil. i in r Ami I i i ununited t ivil disnhe- 
<ln in »• .nut I ivuulil not leave llit* opcialing mom Anil liuallv the 
• hi. i mi , ,11 Mf iiici < i much nl said, "Ynii .in* l>i Ahciualhv' llr will 
mil mii\ui li will he ,iii ail nl unity, because he would he 
patalwt il liitill Ills waist down You in. iv have yinii last moments 

Willi III I II 

Ami I wt-ni inn ami (link li ii ii iii my aims Ami lie breathed 

Ins li I lilt all) 



With Milt m| Ins mill .ipii'v Willi. mi MiiiIm itonl Ii.kI I. Ii Mini 

pills ,llli I .III .lilt I HI Slilll lllirllllg Willi King 



Wii i hm Kiuiii HI OKU 

Wt- irliunrd hi Allaiila 1 1 v plane We ai i ivril in Atlanta airport, 
itiuk a i. i\i in ilu- st l.( nlliec, .muI ii wan a scene ol total 
paiittriuouuiui as we ai lived al (lie nlliec on Auburn Avenue. 
People win si i raining ami tainting and literally rending llieni 
sciies. ii .ii ing i lii-it c lui liing and so on and so loilh, and we said, 
What on caiih is happening.'" And some young woman 
si iraim-d at ns. "J)i King has been shol. I)i . King has been shot." 

I said, "Well, dial's baldly possible. We jusl led him. Jusl led 
biin " Sii I went in the ollice and attempted In telephone to 
Memphis, a mini coin sc I ionldu'1 gel ibioiigb lor bonis .But then 
we bad tin- lailm mi iiml we began beaiing the radio hiuadcasl 

I I i.i I lepmletl not oitlv that he had been shut, hot thai be actually 
li.nl died I bat was the wav we trained ol his death, having led 
liini All <il the siiiiiii stall was with him in Memphis, either al 
tin lime nl his ileaih oi vei y shot lly helore. 

< Mi. il look me ages and ages to accept the laet thai Dr. King 
was ill limit Iv dead lie was mh II an active man. lie was stub a 
Inn e ami a pieseiu e, and it was jusl unbelievable and, I suppose, 
ps\t biiltijm allv on. in eplahle dial be would mil be eoining hai k 
And in Ihe midst u| .ill tins chaos ami pandeinniiium in ihe SCI.C 
iiIIkc and In -adquai in s. I kept cxpci ting In. King lo walk 
fliHuigh i he diini al any miuulc saving, "All ligbl, come on, ibis 
is (!ie,it Din wliv ilnii'l we slop ihe nonsense now and gel back lo 

win k 



■win , I Ml ( | f(»0 



.,.'» 



As news nl kings ..ss^,,,. s ,, u , u| ,, u|i ^ 

T*T S l v u '" i lrd wlh vutU,Hv '»•*■• <» ■" i«»k*- 

II" IHICS, ..Mill- ||m|| M-V.-IIIV lite |S:., U I N..U..II..I <H..„ds 

IIH« W|,, ia «Yd m||< <1||( , , , |||( . (h . ^ ^ k . lM 

llAKHV Hit AKIN 1 1 

The giving in to .he loss ol I), King e, opted, bu. only in nm.nen.s 
be .eal sense „ grieving aboul him did not u.ine bir me. and | 
dunk for my wife and a lo. ol o.hers. unl, I much la.e, When I 
lew immediately „, Atlanta, .here was ibis bewildering invasion 
ol people, all these aces thai we bad never seen before, never 
knew before. All kinds of people, many ol whom had come lo this 
liagic moment as if i| was a photo oppo.lunily. I don', mean to 
disced,, many who came on. of real, genuine concern and 
goodwill, but there were others who saw in it a time thai could 
be manipulated So we had to do whal we could lo so,, out .hose 
who came with an agenda, who were going lo be .he manipula 
Inre from .hose who wanted lo help move on will, I), Kind's 
mission, who felt .ha. .he momentum ol the movement should 
no. fuller In a private convention I had will, Coretta King we 
talked about going jo Memphis, being there, lo meet up with .he 
garbage workers, to carry on the campaign and to do so imme- 
diately even before Or. King was laid to rest. Everybody in .be 
family agreed that i. was appropriate. So I arranged for a plane 
ami ihe necessary support lo give Corel la and others mobility to 
do what had to be done. I. was important thai this nation know 
IMal even in ihe midsl of nu. giief we were still commilled to .he 
<>b,ec.ives ol the movement and thai the (alien I). King did not 
leave behind a movemen. that, m ,he midst of .bis g,eal I. agedv 
would lose ils com age or its vision. 

Thee was a sense at Dr. Kings lunetal that we we.e al a 
"omen, m lus.o.y that was unique All those hundreds ol ,hom 
anils ol people who came .here had a sense ol oneness lhat I've 
wver quite experienced anywhere else again 

It's in.crcs.mg aboul death At the March on Washingion a 
-aim convening of vviy Averse groups. Or. King was alive and 

* ' * W™\*?"*e** ourselves and our power It was another 

, ; ,,, V" ,,U5 > **« ^»vi.o,„nent. equally dramatic. Dealing 
*■«*■»»" huge and i.ndehnable loss, Wt y diverse gmups ol 
' Ple °" tUv "'" '>""''■ Wing close lo .heir lellow humans and 



